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ABSTRACT

The abstract is a brief summary of the entire thesis, typically ranging from 300-350 words
for MS and 350-450 words for PhD thesis. The abstract should be written as a single paragraph
without citations, tables, or figures. It should follow a clear structure, comprising a brief
introduction or background and rationale of the study. After stating the main objectives of the study,
the student should describe the methodology or approach used. This is followed by the key findings
and overall significance of the research, including any implications or recommendations for future
work. Avoid jargon and overly technical terms to ensure accessibility for a broad academic
audience. Keywords may be required at the end to aid in indexing, and students should choose 4-6
relevant terms. Finally, it is important to ensure the abstract is within the required word limit,
addresses all key components, and avoids redundancy by not repeating sections from the main
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Chapter 1. Introduction

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION

Header with chapter

H Number & Name,
Headlng 1 12pts, Times New
The Introduction chapter should provide background information on:_R°™a" ne

context of the research, and clearly state the research problem. It states why this sfudy is important,
what gap it aims to fill, and how it contributes to the existing body of knowledge. The logical flow
will therefore include:

Start by introducing the broader topic of your research and providing enough background
to help the reader understand the general subject area.

Clearly define the specific problem or gap in knowledge that your research addresses.
Explain why this problem is important and how it impacts the field. The problem statement
should guide the reader toward understanding the need for your study.

After stating the Research problem, outline the research questions or hypotheses your study
aims to answer. Clearly define the objectives of your research, particularly focusing on
what you hope to achieve through the study.

Discuss the importance of your research and its potential contribution to the field. Highlight
how your study fills gaps in the existing literature, addresses a particular challenge, or
offers new insights. Consider the practical or theoretical significance of your work.

Briefly explain the scope of your research. What are the boundaries of your study (e.g.,
geographical, temporal, conceptual)?

Checklist for Reviewing the Introduction:

Does the introduction provide a clear background and context for the research?
Is the research problem well defined, and is its significance clearly explained?
Avre the research questions, hypotheses, and objectives clearly stated?

Does the introduction effectively outline the rationale for the study and its potential
contributions?

Is the scope of the study clearly delineated, and are any limitations acknowledged?
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Chapter II. Literature Review

CHAPTER II: LITERATURE REVIEW

The Literature Review chapter provides a critical evaluation of existing research related to

the thesis topic. It helps to establish what is already known, identifies gaps or inconsistencies in the
current knowledge, and demonstrates how your research fits into the broader academic
conversation. The review should lead logically to the formulation of your research questions or
hypotheses.

A well-organized literature review typically follows a clear structure:

Begin with a brief introduction that explains the purpose of the literature review and how
it relates to your research. Define the scope of the review by stating which topics or themes
you will cover and why these are relevant to your study.

Structure the review by themes and concepts. One way of doing this is to group related
studies together, showing how they relate to each other and to your work.

Critically analyze and synthesize the findings from the studies you review. Highlight key
findings, patterns, and debates within the literature. Point out any gaps, inconsistencies, or
areas of disagreement.

Clearly link the literature to your own research. Explain how the studies reviewed support
or contrast with your approach.

Conclude the literature review by summarizing the key points and leading into your
research questions or objectives. This section should logically transition to the next chapter,
where you present your research methodology or conceptual framework.

Considerations:

Ensure your review covers the most relevant and up-to-date research related to your topic.

A balanced review of the literature, presenting differing perspectives and findings is a key
to good literature Review. Avoid being biased toward studies that support your own
viewpoint.

Use credible, peer-reviewed literature sources.

A literature review should not just list what other researchers have done but also evaluate
the quality and relevance of their work.

Ensure that each section of the review is directly linked to your own research questions or
hypotheses. Don’t leave the reader guessing how the literature relates to your study.

Checklist for Reviewing the Literature Review:

Does the review provide a comprehensive and critical overview of relevant research?
Is the review well-organized?
Are the sources credible, up-to-date, and properly cited?
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e Does the review clearly identify gaps in the literature and justify the need for your study?

e Does the literature review effectively lead to your research questions, objectives, or
hypotheses?
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Chapter 3. Methodology

CHAPTER III: METHODOLOGY

The Methodology chapter should provide enough detail for another researcher to replicate your
study or at least understand the process clearly. This chapter should manifest the appropriateness
of the methods used to answer your research questions or test your hypotheses, ensuring that the
research is reliable and valid. The students are expected to:

Introduce the research design and approach.

Describe the overall design of your study (e.g., experimental, survey, case study,
ethnographic, etc.).

Clearly explain whether your research is qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods and
why this approach is appropriate for your research questions.

Define the population from which the sample was drawn.

Explain the sampling method (e.g., random, stratified, convenience, purposive) and justify
its appropriateness.

State the sample size and provide a rationale for why this size is sufficient for the study.
Specify any criteria used to include or exclude participants from the study.

Describe how participants were recruited or how the sample was selected.

Describe the methods used to collect data in detail.

List and describe any tools, instruments, or equipment used to collect data (e.g., scales,
laboratory equipment, software). If you used any standardized tests, surveys, or measuring
devices, provide details about their reliability and validity.

Clearly explain the step-by-step process followed during data collection. Be specific about
how, when, and where the data was gathered. Ensure that your description of the
procedures is detailed enough that another researcher could replicate your study.

Explain data analysis methods

Provide the ethical guidelines followed during the research. This includes how you
obtained informed consent from participants, ensured confidentiality and anonymity, and
minimized any potential harm to participants. If you sought approval from an ethics
committee, mention this here.

Checklist for Reviewing the Methodology:

Have you clearly described the research design and justified its appropriateness?

Is the sample and sampling method adequately described and appropriate for the study?
List of equipment, tools, Chemicals

Are the data collection methods and processes detailed enough for replication?

Is the process of data analysis fully explained and justified?
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Chapter IV. Results

CHAPTER IV: RESULTS

The Results chapter presents the data and findings from your study. Please ensure:

e That the results are presented in a logical order. Jumping back and forth between
different results can confuse the reader.

e All figures and tables are labeled and numbered sequentially. Use clear, descriptive
titles that convey the content of the table or figure.

e Figures and tables are placed as close as possible to the text that refers to them. Always
mention the table or figure in the text before presenting it.

e Informative captions for all figures and tables, so they can stand alone without
additional explanation.

e Not presenting the same data in both a table and a figure. Choose the format that best
conveys the information.

e Avoiding interpretation or discussion in the Results chapter. Many students make the
mistake of combining the Results and Discussion chapters, but these should be kept
separate.

e Avoid presenting unnecessary details or raw data that don’t add value to your research
findings.

e Even if your hypothesis was not supported or some tests were non-significant, it is
important to report these results to provide a full picture of your research.

Checklist for Reviewing the Results Chapter:
o Have you presented the data in a clear, logical order?

« Have you ensured that all tables and figures are labeled, numbered, and mentioned
in the text?

« Are the findings presented objectively, without interpretation or discussion?
o Have you included both significant and non-significant results?

e Have you avoided unnecessary repetition or redundancy in presenting the data?
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Chapter V. Discussion

CHAPTER V: DISCUSSION

The Discussion chapter is where you interpret findings, explain their significance, and
place them in the broader context of research field. It’s opportunity to show how research
contributes to the existing body of knowledge, addresses the research questions, and relates
to the hypotheses or objectives.

The student should begin with a brief summary of the main findings of study. This should
not be a repetition of the Results chapter but rather a concise restatement of the key
outcomes to set the context for the discussion. We expect the students to:

Analyze and interpret the findings in relation to research questions, objectives, or
hypotheses. What do the results suggest? Were hypotheses supported? Why or why
not.

Compare results to those of previous studies discussed in literature review. Do
findings confirm, contradict, or extend what is already known? Provide specific
references to relevant literature to support interpretation.

If any of results were unexpected, provide a possible explanation. What factors may
have contributed to these findings?

Highlight any patterns or relationships revealed by results. This could include
correlations, trends over time, or key differences between groups.

Discuss implications of findings as to how they contribute to the theoretical
framework of field. Do they support or challenge existing theories? If applicable,
explain how these results could be applied in practice.

Emphasize how research fills gaps in the existing literature or provides new insights
into the research problem. Show why work is important.

Highlight the strengths of the study. Be honest about the limitations of your study.
These could include sample size, data collection methods, or external factors that
may have influenced the results. Acknowledging limitations enhances the
credibility of work. Propose ways in which future research could overcome the
limitations you encountered. This may involve using different methods, larger
samples, or more precise measurements.

Based on findings, suggest areas for future research. Are there questions that remain
unanswered? What further studies could be conducted to expand on results?
Highlight new research questions that emerged from study.

interpretation should be grounded in the data presented in the Results chapter.
Ensure that all interpretations are backed by evidence from study or the literature.
Avoid making unsupported assertions.

Negative or non-significant results are just as important as significant ones. Discuss
what they might mean and how they fit into the broader context of research.

Checklist for Reviewing the Discussion Chapter, among others, include the following:

12



Chapter V. Discussion

Have you discussed the novelty/significance of findings?

Have you compared your findings with previous studies and theoretical
frameworks?

Have you explained both expected and unexpected results and accounted
for both?

Have you discussed the practical and theoretical implications of the present
work?

Have you acknowledged the limitations of the study?

Have you suggested directions for future research?
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Chapter 6. Conclusion

CHAPTER VI. CONCLUSION

The Conclusion is your final opportunity to emphasize the main findings of your study, link
them back to your research objectives, and show how your work contributes to the broader field.
The students are expected to include the following in the recommendation section:

Begin by revisiting the objectives or research questions set out in the introduction. Briefly remind
the reader what your study aimed to achieve. Provide a summary of main results and how they
address the research objectives or questions. Highlight the most important insights without going
into detailed explanations (which have already been covered in the Results and Discussion
chapters).

Explain the broader significance of your findings. How do they contribute to the existing body of
knowledge or the practical field?

Briefly mention any limitations of your study, as this adds credibility to your work.

End your conclusion on a strong note. This can be done by emphasizing the overall value of your
research, the potential for future development, or the broader impact your study could have in its
respective field.

Checklist for Reviewing the Conclusion Chapter:
o Have you restated the research objectives or questions?
e Have you clearly summarized the main findings?
e Have you linked your findings to the stated objectives?
o Have you discussed the broader theoretical and practical implications of your research?
o Did you acknowledge any limitations of your study?

o Have you suggested areas for future research?
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In addition to appendices related to your manuscript, first attach similarity index
report of your thesis duly signed by the student and the supervisor along with the certificate

from Director QE&A.
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